The Evangelist
St. John's Primary School, Riverstone
Ph: (02) 9854 3200
E: riverstone@parra.catholic.edu.au
W: www.stjohnsriverstone.catholic.edu.au

Term 3 Week 2
A message from the Principal

Thursday 28th July 2022

Dear St John's Families,
Last year ?
Pope Francis established the World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly, which was celebrated on Sunday 24
July 2022. The day is marked near the feast of Saints Joachim and Anne, the grandparents of Jesus. A beautiful poem
that I once read refers to a grandparent as ?tender craftsman/woman?. Grandparents often have the knowledge,
wisdom, faith, experience and of course love to guide our families in many ways. They are often the steady hand of
support for us as parents and can help families look towards the future with hope and confidence.
This week we are excited to be able to celebrate all of the grandparents who support our children and our families in
many ways each day. All families (not just grandparents) are invited to come along to celebrate a liturgy of the word with
us at 1pm followed by a BYO picnic lunch in the playground.
Lord God almighty, bless our grandparents with long life, happiness, and health. May
they remain constant in your love and be living signs of your presence to their children
and grandchildren. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
As always we are committed to ensuring the safety of everyone in our school community therefore we ask that all
visitors on Friday support us by following COVID-smart practices. These include:
-

-

St ayin g h om e if you ar e u n w ell or sh ow in g an y sym pt om s

-

Usin g Rapid An t igen Test s f or close/ h ou seh old con t act s

Bein g ext r a vigilan t w it h h ygien e.
We also strongly recommend that all staff and visitors to the school wear a mask in any indoor settings. Our picnic will
be held outside and hopefully the grass will be dry enough to allow us space to maintain social distancing.

Please keep Mr Margerison's wife Pauline, in your prayers. Pauline is seriously ill in hospital. Can I please ask, that as a
faith filled community we keep her and all of her family in our prayers.
Dear Lord,
Please give them strength and healing at this difficult time. Give them courage,
comfort and peace. Surround them all with your love.
Have a blessed week.
Jane Misek
Principal.
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A message from the Assistant Principal
Why is my Child?s Teacher Out of Class?
Like professionals in other fields, all teachers are required to keep up to date with current thinking on best
practices and new developments in all curriculum areas. Often teachers are required to attend professional
learning opportunities to learn about changes to curriculum, new methods of teaching and learning and other
ways of supporting our students in the classroom. Our professional learning sessions sometimes occur during the
day, after school or even in the school holidays. Teachers are also given time throughout the year to conduct
assessments to pinpoint your child's learning needs.
Some teachers also have additional responsibilities which benefit the whole school. Teachers also have
entitlements such as sick or carers leave, long service leave, maternity leave, bereavement leave and jury duty.
Consequently, there will be times when your child's teacher is absent from the classroom for part or all of the day.
On these days the teacher ?s program and day book is followed. Teachers on a stage work closely together
allowing the stage partner to liaise with the casual teacher so that good teaching and learning continues and
routines are kept.
Presently, due to illness, we have a number of staff away each day and we thank you for your understanding and
patience as we work to provide as much consistency as possible in our learning spaces. At St John?s we have a
wonderful group of casual teachers and teacher assistants who work across our spaces and are very familiar with
the school routines, behaviour expectations and the learning needs of our children.
Judith Murphy
Assistant Principal

A message from the Religious Education Coordinator
Fir st Holy Com m u n ion
Next week our Year 4 children commence the parish preparation for their First Holy Communion. Please keep them in
your prayers as they continue their initiation into their faith.
Upcom in g Dat es:
Friday 29th July - Grandparents Day liturgy in the school hall.
Monday 8th August - Feast of St Mary of the Cross Mackillop. Students will be attending Mass in the church at 11:45 am.
Monday 15th August - Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Father is fully booked for Masses on that day
so there will not be a school Mass. For those parents who wish their child to attend the 8:30 am parish Mass, we are
looking at ways we can facilitate this. Please watch Skoolbag for details.
Philip Margerison
Religious Education Coordinator
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Wellbeing
In Term 2, I took on the role of Wellbeing Leader at St John?s. Part of this role has been to look at how our school is a safe
and supportive place for everyone. As a whole school we have been working together to revisit and establish clear
expectations in all areas of the school.
Our school expectations for our all members of our community are:

I am SAFE.
I am RESPECTFUL.
I am a LEARNER.
Last term we started with coming to an agreement about what this looks like in our play areas. We have created a Slide
Deck which is displayed in the relevant areas of the playground, as well as attached to teachers?duty bags. These
expectations are all worded in a positive way and have been developed with the students.
The SRC and Student Leaders will present these expectations to the students during Monday morning assemblies and the
teachers will be consolidating the expectations in their own classrooms.
We will also share the slides in the newsletter. These two show the expectations for the students on the playground and
around the toilet block. Please discuss these with your child/ren.

If you have any questions or comments please feel free to contact me via email at riverstone@parra.catholic.edu.au
M iss Jef f er y

St age 3 Over n igh t Excu r sion t o Can ber r a - Th u r sday 18t h an d Fr iday 19t h Au gu st
Year 5, Year 6 children and staff are looking forward to their excursion to Canberra coming up next month.
PACER PROGRAM . Students from our school will soon be undertaking an education tour of the national capital. Students
will be given the opportunity to participate in a variety of educational programs with a focus on Australia?s history,
culture, heritage and democracy. The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being
able to visit the national capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education. To assist families in meeting the cost of
the excursion the Australian Government is contributing funding of $30 per student under the Parliament and Civics
Education Rebate program towards those costs. The rebate is paid directly to the school upon completion of the
excursion.
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Last week our Stage 3 students were fortunate enough to be able to visit St John Paul II Catholic College. Jacob has
written a recount of the day.

Colou r M y Wor ld Recou n t by Jacob
When I had entered the bus with all my classmates, I didn't really know what was going to happen.
At first, I thought it was a colouring competition, then I thought it was a play, then my final conclusion was that it
could be an art showcase.
But when we made it to our destination I slowly realised that it was all of those combined into a stage performance.
It was a musical about colours where each colour had its own bit onstage.
While that happened they sneaked in an art showcase a drawing competition while the musical happened.
The play itself was a combination of things too because it also included music, ballerina, acrobats, a drama session
and there was a band too!
Out of all the parts in play my most favourite part was the bit with those drama kids.
It was a bit of the play that began with this very dramatic act where these 5 colours were acting like zombies of some
sort.
Then they did this improv thing where they acted out a Bible verse and then they did a scene from The Bachelorette.
But the truly amazing thing about this play was that it was entirely developed by kids!
The story, the lighting, sound effects, songs, band, and acrobats were entirely made by high school students.
With that in mind I give this play 9/10 (and an extra point for welcoming us and leaving us some snacks) so my rating is
10/10.
So I can't wait to see what they do in the future because I believe that they are very capable and talented kids.
Thank you St John Paul II!!!

This we all our children have been writing about their grandparents and how important they are to all of us. Here is
some writing from Marlee in Stage 2.

Gr an dpar en t s ar e t h e best by M ar lee St age 2
Grandparents are the best people to spend time with, the coolest type of people in the universe. There are so many
ways to describe them loving, caring and kind. Grandparents are the best because their personality is so bright,
everyone will know how sweet they are.
Surely everyone should know they spoil us too much. They are experts when it comes to spoiling us. Especially when it
comes to going out for food or staying home and giving us sweets, we have the best time when they spoil us. Certainly
everyone should agree.
It is clear that they give us so much love and attention. Every time when we visit or come to stay I treasure those
moments surely everyone else does.
They love us to the tip of Saturn and back down to their hearts, for the reason they spoil us, it's because they love us
too much.
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EGGSTRAVAGANZA
This week at St John?s we have some

eggcit ing news! A strange egg has appeared out of nowhere

in our front garden! The students were delighted to return to school and discover this mystery. Take a
look at some of the interesting writing the students of St John?s created this week.

5

The Evangelist

6

The Evangelist
At t en dan ce
Throughout most of the first half of the year our overall attendance rate has been close to 90 percent and while this
may sound high we are always aiming to have attendance rates above 95 percent - that is 95 percent of children at
school 95 percent of the time.
We understand that we ask you to keep children at home if they are unwell and that children have had to isolate due
to family illness. However, if children are well and can be at school then they should be at school. Please consider
your reasons for keeping children at home. It is easy to fall into a pattern of non attendance when children are
allowed to stay home regularly when they are not sick.
Every day missed makes it harder for children to catch up and can lead to gaps in learning and social connections.
Two days off a term adds up to four weeks a year, which over the the course of schooling from Kindergarten to Year
12 adds up to a full year missed.

PARISH NEWS
St Joh n?s Par ish River st on e You t h Gr ou p
All school-aged children and their parents are invited to attend a get-together for the Youth
Group. Fun activities for both children their parents.
You are most welcome to bring a friend.

6pm in the Church Hall on these Fridays:
29 July 19 August, 16 September, 21 October and
18 November (Christmas Party)
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
St af f Developm en t Days 2022
TERM THREE - Friday 23 September 2022
TERM FOUR -

M on day 10t h Oct ober , Monday 19th December and Tuesday 20th December 2022

Please note that we will be having an additional Staff Development Day on Monday 10th October 2022. This day has
been allocated to support the implementation of the new syllabus in 2023.

Ter m Dat es 2022
-

Last Day Term 3 - Thursday 22nd September 2022

-

First Day Term 4 - Tuesday 11th October 2022

-

Last day of Term 4 Friday 16th December 2022

-

Gr an dpar en t s Day - Fr iday 29t h Ju ly 2022

-

Hill Zon e At h let ics Car n ival Th u r sday 10t h Au gu st 2022

-

St age 3 Over n igh t Excu r sion t o Can ber r a 18t h & 19
Au gu st 2022

-

Voice of You t h Clu st er Fin al M on day 22n d Au gu st 2022
St age 3 at t en din g

-

St age 3 Gir ls Soccer Gala Day Wedn esday 31st Au gu st
2022

Sn ack Sh ack Com in g Soon , Volu n t eer s Needed - We will be reintroducing the ?Snack Shack? to St Johns.
Information about this will be communicated to parents and carers via skoolbag in the coming weeks. We are still in
need of parent volunteers on Wednesdays and Fridays. If you are able to help out please fill in the form on skoolbag or
email the office. We rely on volunteers to enable these days to operate. If you are available to assist and have completed
the BCSC Undertaking for Volunteers form and training module, please complete the form that was posted on Skoolbag
on 23/06/2022. Depending on availability you may only be need a few times a term.
Thank you to those parents that have already expressed their interest but more volunteers are needed. Your support
is very much appreciated. The Snack Shack will be cashless with vouchers purchased via QKR!
Lu n ch Or der s - Com m en cin g M on day 18t h Oct ober 2022/ Ter m 3 all lunch orders will need to be ordered via the
Spr iggy Sch ools App. Please refer to the Skoolbag post published on the 10th May with instructions on how to
download the Spriggy Schools App. No paper bag cash or der s w ill be accept ed.
Secon d h an d Un if or m Sh op - The uniform shop will open each Wedn esday f r om 8.30am t o 9am , please come to the
front gate GATE 1 - McCulloch Street and see the staff member on duty. Donations of secondhand uniform items are
welcome, we thank you for your continued support.
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Wor k Healt h an d Saf et y Rem in der s
COVID 19 Back t o Sch ool Saf et y
-

A reminder to all that the COVID-smart settings that students, staff and communities have become used to will
continue in Term 3.

These include:
-

-

Staying home if unwell or showing any symptoms, and not returning to school or work until fully recovered
Household and close contacts are required to follow the NSW Health household and close contact guidelines
for 7 days from the last time someone in their household tested positive to COVID-19. In line with the updated
rules for the general community, teachers and students who are household contacts, but do not have any
COVID-19 symptoms, can return to school, however, we ask that you please in f or m u s if you r ch ild is a
h ou seh old con t act . In such circumstances, staff and students over the age if 12 must wear a mask. (Mask
wearing is recommended for primary students but not mandatory)
Rapid antigen testing for any students or staff showing symptoms and for household and close contacts who
are able to return to school
Maximising natural ventilation including utilising air purifiers (including scheduled replacement of filters)
Good hygiene practices for students and staff including regular hand washing with soap and water
Encouraging all students, staff and families to keep up to date with vaccinations, including COVID-19 booster
shots when eligible and the flu vaccine

In addition to this:
-

We strongly encourage all staff and school visitors to wear a mask while indoors, particularly during the next
four weeks.
All families were distributed with Rapid Antigen Test Kits at the end of Term 2. Please use these as necessary
and contact the school if you require more.

If our school were to experience high numbers of COVID-19 cases we will consider postponing non-essential large
group activities where it is feasible to do so.
We thank you for your continued support.
Stay safe and stay well

Sch ool

Par ish

5 McCulloch St Riverstone 2765

Cnr Garfield Rd & McCulloch St

Tel: 9854 3200 Email: riverstone@parra.catholic.edu.au
www.stjohnsriverstone.catholic.edu.au

Email: stjohns10@bigpond

Principal: Jane Misek
Office Hours 8.30am - 3.30pm

Riverstone 2765 Tel: 9627 2276

Parish Priest: Father Zakaria Gayed
Weekend Mass Times: Saturday 6pm, Sunday 7am & 9am
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