The Evangelist
St. John's Primary School, Riverstone
Ph: (02) 9854 3200
E: riverstone@parra.catholic.edu.au
W: www.stjohnsriverstone.catholic.edu.au

Term 2 Week 4
Thursday 19th M ay 2022

A message from the Principal
Dear Parents and Carers,

This is the first opportunity I have had to thank all of the families that came along and supported our Mother ?s Day
celebrations. It was certainly a wonderful community day with so many members of our wider school family joining us
for morning tea and mass. I would like to extend a huge thank you to all the staff who worked hard to make this day a
success. Events like this don't just happen and there was a lot of work behind the scenes.
We look forward to many more opportunities to celebrate together throughout the year.
This week all families will receive a note about our Athletics Carnival to be held on Friday 3 June. This is one of the first
opportunities we have had to all be together off site in some time. Days like these can only be successful with the
support of our parent volunteers. I ask you to please consider putting your name down to help out on the day. With lots
of parent support we are able to ensure that all children have a great day and have lots of opportunities to participate. I
will not be at the carnival unfortunately as I have some leave that was planned last year but I will look forward to
hearing about the day.
A warm welcome goes out to our newest member of staff Mrs Skye Mordocco. Skye has joined our team of dedicated
teacher assistants and will be working in Stage 3 on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday.
Monday 16 May was World Support Staff Day. We are very fortunate at St Johns to have such a wonderful team
supporting the children and the teachers. Our office staff, Mrs Cremona, Miss Hurst, our teacher assistants, Mrs
Ferdinand, Mrs Hothocee, Mrs Mordocco and Mrs Shanahan, our librarian, Mrs Abbott, our groundsman, Andrew and
our IT Trainee, Cody, all support us in many different ways each day. We thank, celebrate and acknowledge them for all
they do.
Dear Lord
Today we lift up to you all of our support staff in our school. We thank you for each one of them and are so grateful for all they
do behind the scenes. We pray that they will feel appreciated, seen, and loved by their students and their families, coworkers,
and the community. May they work with confidence in knowing that their work matters. We pray that they will know their
priceless value, and will see the impacts of their hard work.
Amen
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Congratulations to Mrs Amee Wheeler and her husband Josh who are expecting their first child this
year. We wish them all the best for this exciting time.
2022 Book Fair - Friday 27th May to Wednesday 1st June
After two years of parents not being able to visit the school due to COVID, we are excited to be able to invite parents to
our book fair which will be held in the library from Friday 27th May - Wednesday 1st June. Children will have an
opportunity to view the books at school and parents can either visit the book fair in person to purchase books or order
online. Book Fairs are a great way to celebrate reading and to support our school library. Your participation helps us to
get more books into our library for all children to borrow and enjoy. More information will be communicated via
skoolbag tomorrow.
Fundraising - All money raised throughout the year goes towards resources for our students, we thank you for your
support.
Have a blessed week.
Jane Misek
Principal.

A message from the Assistant Principal
This Friday is 'Walk Safely to School Day', Now in its 23rd Year, the annual campaign encourages all primary school
children and their parents and carers to walk safely and regularly to school.
The event seeks to promote road safety, health, public
transport and the environment. Australian children are
becoming less active. One substantial contributor is the decline
in walking and/or taking public transport to school. Children
who are regularly physically active are healthier, perform
better academically. Walking regularly is the best exercise
because you can build it into your daily routine.

Important Message to all Parents and Carers
It has been brought to our attention that some of St John's families
are crossing Garfield Road near McCulloch Street and Hamilton
Road in the mornings and afternoon. This is extremely dangerous
and we ask that you please walk down to the lights at Piccadilly
Street and use the crossing provided. The safety of our families and
motorist is paramount and we appreciate your cooperation
regarding this safety matter.
Judith Murphy
Assistant Principal

2

The Evangelist
A message from the Religious Education Coordinator
This coming Sunday is the 6th Sunday of Easter. When reflecting on the Gospel, Fr Michael Tate writes:
God?s home is where the heart is
Some people have the idea that God is awfully remote, dwelling beyond the edge of the cosmos. We make contact by
sending a prayer like a long range rocket, hoping it will find its target.
This is far distant from Our Lord?s teaching in Sunday?s Gospel.
?If anyone loves me and keeps my word, my Father and I will make our home with that person.?It is not in outer space, but
in inner space that Divine Love will make a home.
Lau dat o Si - Car e f or Ou r Com m on Hom e
The Diocese of Parramatta is embarking on a seven-year journey towards achieving seven Laudato Si (a recent encyclical
from Pope Francis) Goals. Laudato Si challenges us to care more deeply for God?s creation and our sisters and brothers in
need. The Australian Bishops Conference has designated this week as Laudato Si week, where parishes and schools are
asked to pray for the ideals outlined in the Pope?s writings. The first of the goals is listed below:
RESPONSE TO THE CRY OF THE EARTH
The Response to the Cry of the Earth is a call to protect our common home for the wellbeing of all, as we equitably address the
climate crisis, biodiversity loss, and ecological sustainability. Actions could include the adoption of renewable energies and
energy sufficiency measures, achieving carbon neutrality, protecting biodiversity, promoting sustainable agriculture, and
guaranteeing access to clean water for all.
More information can be found on the Diocesan website.
Philip Margerison
Religious Education Coordinator

A message from Our Leader of Learning
Reading Strategies and Tips.
Th er e is n o dou bt abou t t h e im por t an ce of r eadin g t o an d w it h you r ch ild.
Her e ar e som e st r at egies t h at you can m ake u se of w h en r eadin g w it h you r ch ild at h om e.
· Pre-reading strategies ? look at the title and available pictures with your child and discuss what you think the story may
be about.
· Question, question, question: Stop reading at regular intervals and ask your child questions about what has been read
so far and what he/she thinks may happen next in the text.
· Help your child to stretch out unfamiliar words and chunking sounds together and see if he/she can make sense of it
(be careful of words with incompatible spelling and sounds).
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· Context clues: Based on the surrounding text and what had happened previously in the story, encourage your child to
guess what he/she thinks the word may be.
· Help from pictures: Encourage your child to take notice of the pictures as they may help him/her to identify an
unknown word. Don?t cover up pictures as they read.
· Memory: Persuade your child to use his/her memory to recall previous elements of the story that may give him/her
the meaning of the unfamiliar word.
· Coherent reading: Remind your child that what he/she has read m u st m ake sen se, so look at the word he/she has
used to determine whether or not the story still makes sense.
· Paraphrase: Try telling your child part of the story using different words to what is written so that he/ she gains an
understanding of the text for when he/she attempts to read it.
What?s really important is encouraging a love of books so they are interested and keen to read.

Pauline Berry
Leader of Learning

STAGE ONE EXCURSION
On Tuesday the 17th of May, Stage One jumped back in time and explored the Australian Pioneer Village at Wilberforce.
The children were so excited and eager to participate in all the activities. We got to churn our own butter, take some
wool from the shearing shed, go on a hay ride around the village to see the animals, see what life was like in different
homes, attend the local school to explore the differences in the classroom, pump some water and wash some clothes
just like they would have done in the 1800's!
"I loved going to visit the school and seeing the nice lady teacher. There was even really cool bugs in the jars there!"Aveer
"My favourite part of the excursion was the hay ride! It was so exciting, bumpy and I got to see some sheep!" -Beryl
"I liked pretending to be stuck in the wooden bar like a real prisoner!" -Rachel
"I liked churning the butter! I heated my piece of bread and butter when I got home and it tasted so good!" -Leighthan
"I learnt that you can dye wool into different colours! I liked getting to take some wool home!"- Olivia
Thank you to our parent helpers who supported us on Tuesday.
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St af f Developm en t Days 2022
TERM THREE - TBC
TERM FOUR-

Monday 19th December and Tuesday 20th December 2022

Ter m Dat es 2022
-

Last Day Term 2 - Friday 1st July 2022

-

First Day Term 3 - Monday 18th July 2022

-

Last Day Term 3 - Friday 23rd September 2022

-

First Day Term 4 - Monday 10th October 2022

-

Last day of Term 4 Friday 16th December 2022

At h let ics Car n ival - Fr iday 3r d Ju n e 2022. Please look for the note coming home this afternoon with your
child/children, complete and return to school by Friday 27th May 2022.
Sch ool Un if or m - All students should now be wearing their full winter uniform, including ties for both boys and girls.
Sch ool Fees - School Fees have now been issued via mail from the Catholic Education Office. Please contact Miss Natalie
Hurst (school finance officer) should you wish to discuss your fees or make a payment plan.
Com m u n icat ion f r om Sch ool - To keep up to date with the latest news and important announcements parents and
carers are advised to install the skoolbag app on your mobile devices. Subscribers are reminded to select the
class/classes their children are in this year to receive specific notifications for that particular class. This needs to be
updated at the begining of each year to ensure you are receiving the notifications for your child/children's class.
General notifications are received by all subscribers. For more information visit skoolbag.com.au
Qk r ! Pr ef er r ed Paym an t M et h od - Moving forward our school will be cashless, please refer to the instructions on
Skoolbag on how to download the Qkr! App to make school purchases. If you require assistance please contact the
school office, thank you.
Lu n ch Or der s - Children are able to place a lunch order on Monday's & Friday's. New Lu n ch Or der in g Syst em - Sam?s
Gourmet Café has partnered with Spr iggy Sch ools to manage lunch ordering. Spriggy Schools is very user friendly and
available for child caregivers to use on an iPhone, Android and desktop. Please refer to the skoolbag post published on
the 10th May with instructions on how to download the Spriggy Schools App.
Secon d h an d Un if or m Sh op - The uniform shop will open each Wednesday from 8.30am to 9am, please come to the
front gate GATE 1 - McCulloch Street and see the staff member on duty. Donations of secondhand uniform items are
welcome, we are short of larger sizes, please drop them off at the school office. Thank you for your support.
Spor t s Day - Students in Kindergarten to Year 5 sports day is Friday each week - full sports uniform to be worn.
Student in Stage 3 (Year 5 & Year 6) sports day is Wednesday each week - full sports uniform to be worn.
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Sch ool Ph ot o Day POSTPONED t o M on day 20t h Ju n e 2022
Sch ool Ph ot o Day - All on lin e paym en t s w ill be t r an sf er r ed t o t h e n ew dat e. Group and portrait photographs can be
purchased by following the link below or by returning the order envelope with your payment to our photographer on
school photo day. NEW Advancedlife now offers Latitude Pay! To take advantage of LatitudePay and split the cost of
your order into 10 small easy payments, simply order your school photos online as usual, set up a Latitude Pay account
in just a few clicks and pay no interest or fees when you pay according to your payment schedule; it?s that easy.
3 easy w ays t o pu r ch ase:
Lat it u dePay? Using the link below, set up an account during the online order process and split your payments across
10 weeks with no interest or fees, if you pay on time.
Visa, M ast er Car d or PayPal.
Cash ? complete the envelope supplied and return it to our photographer on photo day.
Or visit : w w w.advan cedlif e.com .au
An d en t er on lin e or der code: TM X EXY KJ8

Wor k Healt h an d Saf et y Rem in der s
Bu ildin g Ch ild Saf e Com m u n it ies
Un der t ak in g For m an d Tr ain in g M odu le f or Volu n t eer s
At St John's we see parents as partners in your child's educational experience. Parents are encouraged to become
involved in our school in a variety of ways such as canteen helpers, coaches of sporting teams, supporting classroom
learning, providing general assistance around the school and much much more.
We are looking forward to being able to welcome Parents and Carers back onto our school site and invite you to
complete the Undertaking Form and Training Module for Volunteers by visiting: https://www.parra.catholic.edu.au
Go to About Us/ Building Child Safe Communities

COVID 19 Back t o Sch ool Saf et y
A reminder that if your child tests positive to COVID-19, it's important to let the school know as soon as possible and to
notify NSW Health through the Service NSW App. For safety, schools will also be monitoring students?health and asking
families to collect students who display COVID-19 symptoms. If they display any symptoms they should take a Rapid
Antigen Test (RAT) or a PCR test. If the test is negative but symptoms continue, your child MUST stay home and take
another RAT or PCR test in 24 hours. Please note that if there is a case of COVID-19 in your child?s class, year or other
grouping, your child can continue to attend school if they have no symptoms, in line with NSW Health advice.
Please let the school know of the absence and when it is expected they will be able to return.

2022 St Joh n?s Par ish River st on e You t h Gr ou p
All school-aged children and their parents are invited to attend a get-together for the Youth Group. Fun activities for
both children their parents. You are most welcome to bring a friend.
6pm in the Church Hall on these Fridays: May 20, 17 Jun, 19 Aug, 16 Sept, 21 Oct and 18 Nov (Christmas Party)
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Dr ivin g an d par k in g saf ely in an d ar ou n d sch ool
The beginning and end of the school day are busy times for pedestrians and vehicles outside the
school. That?s why you need to take extra care in 40km/h school zones.
- Par k saf ely an d legally, even if it m ean s w alk in g f u r t h er t o t h e sch ool gat e. Par k in g sign s
ar e plan n ed w it h ch ildr en?s saf et y in m in d.
- Slow dow n t o 40k m / h in t h e sch ool zon e an d st ay aw ar e of cr ossin gs.
- Alw ays par k an d t u r n legally ar ou n d t h e sch ool.
- Never dou ble par k as it pu t s ch ildr en at r isk .
- M an oeu vr es su ch as U-t u r n s an d t h r ee-poin t t u r n s ar e dan ger ou s.
- Never par k in a bu s zon e or in t h e sch ool bu s bay.
- M ak e su r e you r ch ildr en u se t h e Saf et y Door (r ear f oot pat h side door ) t o get in an d ou t of
t h e car .
- At a su per vised cr ossin g, obser ve t h e dir ect ion s of t h e sch ool cr ossin g su per visor .
- M odel saf e an d con sider at e beh aviou r f or you r ch ild ? t h ey w ill lear n f r om you .
Remember to always give way to pedestrians particularly when entering and leaving driveways.
Don?t park across the school driveway or the entrance to the school car park. It?s always a good idea
to use the drop off and pick up area suggested by your school. This will help keep all children as
safe as possible during the busiest times of the school day.

Sch ool

Par ish

5 McCulloch St Riverstone 2765

Cnr Garfield Rd & McCulloch St

Tel: 9854 3200 Email: riverstone@parra.catholic.edu.au
www.stjohnsriverstone.catholic.edu.au

Email: stjohns10@bigpond

Principal: Jane Misek
Office Hours 8.30am - 3.30pm

Riverstone 2765 Tel: 9627 2276

Parish Priest: Father Zakaria Gayed
Weekend Mass Times: Saturday 6pm, Sunday 7am & 9am
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