The Evangelist
St. John's Primary School, Riverstone
Ph: (02) 9854 3200
E: riverstone@parra.catholic.edu.au
W: www.stjohnsriverstone.catholic.edu.au

Term 3 Week 5
Wednesday 19th August 2020

DearP arents/Carers,

St John?s celebrated the Feast of the Assumption
The Feast of the Assumption celebrates the belief that the body and soul of Mary was taken into
heaven after the end of her earthly life. Mary?s assumption into heaven is seen by many as a
fulfillment of Jesus?promise to all faithful servants; that they too will be received into the kingdom
of God. Mary is seen as the first disciple of Jesus and a model for all disciples; it is fitting that she
receives the gift of discipleship first of all. Her life and devotion to God is an example for all of us.
On the feast of the Assumption celebrated annually on 15th August, we focus on Mary of Nazareth
and look forward to sharing what Mary already possesses, ie the final glory marked out for her by
God. Mary's faith enabled her to recognise the work of God in her people's history and in her own
life. Her openness to God allowed God to work through her so that salvation might come to all.
Mary is a model and symbol of the Church. May we be like Mary, open and cooperative in God's
plan of salvation. God chose Mary to be the mother of his son, Jesus. Mary was always ready and
willing to do whatever God wanted. Because she was so special she was taken up body and soul to
be with Jesus in heaven ? this is what ?Assumption?means. What qualities of Mary would we like to
grow in our lives?
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Tell Th em Fr om M e Su r vey

Recently you received a skoolbag notifcation and letter promoting the parent Tell Them From Me Survey. The
TTFM window is now open; ready for you to access. Parents / carers can complete the survey at any time
during the window; surveys take approximately 20 minutes to complete. All surveys will be automatically
closed on Friday 28th August 2020. The TTFM survey is an evaluation system that measures student
engagement, classroom climate, well being and other factors known to affect learning outcomes. Information
is captured from parents, students (Year 4 to 6) and teachers to inform school policy and practice. Please note
that the survey is anonymous, voluntary and participants may skip any questions they are not comfortable
answering. I encourage our parents / carers to participate in this survey. You are able to access the parent
survey on a computer or mobile device by using the URL below:

w w w.t ellt h em f r om m e.com / st joh n s2765.

Sch ool Im pr ovem en t s

Someexciting news: At some point in the future we look forward to welcoming our parents and carers
onto our site so that you can see first-hand the remodelled, spacious administration block and the new and
improved security and landscaping upgrades at St John?s. As you would be aware, through previous
communication, we were able to undertake this building project by securing a ?minor building project?grant
through the CEDP. These grants are on offer again for 2021. For your information I have applied for another
grant to upgrade the student toilet block, canteen and adjacent storage room. I have been advised that the
?Diocesan school?s priority selection process?should be complete by mid-December. It is anticipated that we
will know if our application is successful before the end of the school year.

COSHC
I take this opportunity to inform our community that there is a strong possibility that St John?s will have a
COSHC on site for the commencement of the 2021 school year. I have been working in partnership with a new
agency, Catholic Diocese of Parramatta Services Limited who have inspected and approved our site and our
facilities to establish a COSHC. Currently, I am working with the CDPSL team (CEO, Anthony Goonan; General
Manager, Susanne Stuart-Watt and Melanie Corke, Quality and Compliance Manager) progressing plans to
deploy a Catholic Out of School Hours Care service at St John?s. An application for Service Approval was lodged
on our behalf at the end of term 2. We are optimistic that we will gain approval for 50 places. As we further
develop our plans in the coming months for this valuable service to support the families of our community I
will keep you well informed.
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COVID -19 UPDATE
The CEDP have issued our diocesan schools with updated advice. In an attempt to provide our families with
clarity, a summary of the new advice is presented below:
-

Students must not attend school if they are unwell. If a student has flu symptoms or is sent home from
school due to flu like symptoms they m u st be t est ed.
-

Students m u st n ot r et u r n t o sch ool u n t il t h ey r et u r n a n egat ive COVID-19 r esu lt an d ar e
sym pt om f r ee.

-

The school must sigh t t h e n egat ive COVID-19 t est r esu lt pr ior t o allow in g st u den t s t o r et u r n t o
sch ool ie. NSW Health or COVID-19 Testing Centre correspondence (SMS or email or hard copy) and/or
a medical certificate must be provided to the school office and a record of this must be kept by the
school.
-

Group activities such as choirs, chanting not permitted.
-

-

Kindergarten orientation and transition to school activities remain on hold until further notice.
-

-

Social events or functions not permitted.

School related overnight events (e.g. retreats, camps, excursions) not permitted.
Sharing of food is not permitted: ?Bir t h day f ood?it em s m u st n ot be sen t t o sch ool.

Students are required to bring their own water bottle to school; bubblers not to be used until further
notice.

-

All adults (parents, carers) are to maintain physical distancing at all times when dropping off or picking
up children.

I am aware that there is a significant amount of information in this update and further clarification may
still be required as more advice is released. Thank you to all our parents and carers who offer
encouragement to our dedicated staff as we continue to respond to the challenges of COVID ? 19.

G od B less P atricia
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What's Coming Up
4t h Sep t em b er

FOOTY COLOURS DAY - w ear y our f av our i t e sp or t i n g
cl ub j er sey an d d on at e on l i n e at :

https://footy-colours-day-2020.raisely.com/stjohnsprimaryriverstone

11t h Sep t em b er

A THLETICS CA RNV I A L - St ud en t s an d St af f On l y h el d on sch ool si t e

LATE ARRIVALS
All st u den t s t h at ar r ive lat e w ill n eed t o be dr opped of f at t h e
pedest r ian gat e on M cCu lloch St r eet an d be sign ed in by t h eir
par en t / car er (A par t ial absen ce w ill be r ecor ded)

STRICTLY NO ACCESS THROUGH THE TOP GATE
(PARISH CAR PARK) BETWEEN 8.50am an d 2.50pm
Thank you for your cooperation
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St age TWO
Stage Two students have been learning how to write cohesive imaginary texts. The students were
given a story starter and were guided through the writing process to construct the rest of the story.
Each student illustrated their story using visual literacy techniques, which we have also been
learning about this term. Finally, our stories were complete and the Stage Two students got to read
them to our Early Stage One audience. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed this experience! We can?t wait
for Early Stage One to come and visit us again soon to read us some of their wonderful writing.

5

The Evangelist

St age TWO
In Religious Education we have been learning about Mary: A Woman of Faith.
The students have explored scripture passages, prayers and feast days to
learn more about Mary our Mother. On Friday we celebrated a class liturgy
for the Feast of the Assumption.
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2020 NSW Pr em ier 's Readin g Ch allen ge
Reminder that students participating in the PRC all
books need to be entered by students by the Friday
28th August
Congratulations to the following students who have completed the PRC.

Mat ilda Keat in g, A in ah Lazat in ,
Marlee Sy me, Giov an n i Galat i,
Mersadiez Sy me, Jacob Beazley ,
Lucas Beazley , Emilia Keat in g,
Marcella Galat i
Bl ack t own Mayor al Cr eat ive Wri t ing
Compet i t i on
2020 theme - the Whole World at home
If your child is interested in participating in this competition you can find out more
information by emailing West Words at: admin@westwords.com.au
An entry form can be downloaded at www.westwords.com.au
Entries close the 27th September 2020

Happy Reading

MrsAbbott
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Spencer Thorp
9th August

Mithun Kumar
9th August

Joshua Elvitigala
12th August

I sabela Gadzambo
19th August

DanteMaggio
14th August
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Rony Park
14th August

Brody Stanton
18th August
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KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE
LATEST NEWS AND
ANNOUNCEM ENTS
Dear Parents and Carers,
To keep up to date with the latest news and important
announcements we strongly advise that you install the
SkoolBag app on your mobile devices.
It is imperative that you are able to receive the latest most
up to date information straight to your mobile phone
anytime/anywhere.
Please see the instructions on how to install the app and if you have any
questions or concerns please contact the school on
Telephone: 02 9854 3200
Or
Email: rivertone@parra.catholic.edu.au

Subscribe to our fortnightly newsletter at:
www.stjohnsriverstone.catholic.edu.au
Don?t forget to follow us on FACEBOOK

9

The Evangelist

10

The Evangelist

STAY IN THE
LOOP
SUBSCRIBE TO
THE
NEWSLETTER
Take a look at our website and you can
subscribe to receive our fortnightly
newsletter, event reminders and news
www.stjohnsriverstone.catholic.edu.au
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SC H O O L D RO P O F F
A N D PICK U P t e r m 3
REM INDER TO ALL PARENTS/ CARERS
M ORNING SUPERVISION COM M ENCES AT 8.20 AM an d AFTERNOON PICK-UP IS AT 2.50 PM
PARENTS / CARERS ARE NOT PERM ITTED TO PARK OR WALK THROUGH THE STAFF CAR PARK

Dr op of f an d pick u p ar eas (A ? K) ? (L ? Z ) m ain t ain ed

L ? Z students are to be dropped off and picked
up at top gate (Parish Car park)
and A ? K front gate, McCulloch Street entrance
An y st u den t s t h at ar r ive lat e w ill n eed t o be dr opped of f at
t h e pedest r ian gat e on M cCu lloch St r eet an d sign ed in by
t h eir par en t / car er (A par t ial absen ce w ill be r ecor ded)

STRICTLY NO ACCESS THROUGH THE TOP GATE
(PARISH CAR PARK) BETWEEN 8.50am an d 2.50pm
THE SAFETY OF OUR STUDENTS IS PARAMOUNT AND WE
APPRECIATE YOUR CO OPERATION REGARDING THIS MATTER
Sch ool

Par ish

5 McCulloch St Riverstone 2765

Cnr Garfield Rd & McCulloch St

Tel: 9854 3200 Email: riverstone@parra.catholic.edu.au

Riverstone 2765 Tel: 9627 2276

www.stjohnsriverstone.catholic.edu.au

Email: stjohns10@bigpond

Principal: Patricia Charlton

Parish Priest: Father Zakaria Gayed

Office Hours 8.30am - 3.30pm

Weekend Mass Times: Saturday 6pm, Sunday 7am & 9am
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